
MTF Whangarei getting 
freshwater education 
& conservation moving

R
estoring and enhancing clean 

waterways from the mountains to the 

sea is an ambitious goal and requires 

the help of many. Local business 

MTF Whangarei have made it a bit easier by 

sponsoring local environmental group, the 

Whitebait Connection (WBC), a 12-seater van 

and trailer. The trailer and van are being used 

to transport volunteers, students and resources 

out to enable more freshwater monitoring, 

education, science, planting and clean up 

events in and around Whangarei. 

The Whitebait Connection is an action-

based environmental education programme 

for schools and communities focusing on the 

health of streams, rivers and wetlands. The 

Whitebait Connection is run under the umbrella 

of the Mountains to Sea Conservation trust 

and operates all year round in seven regions 

throughout New Zealand. Its sister programme, 

Experiencing Marine Reserves (EMR) also 

operates under the same umbrella enabling a 

truly ‘Mountains to Sea’ education package for 

local schools. 

Since 2001, WBC have facilitated the 

planting of over 57,000 native plants along 

over 14km of waterways, delivered over 1183 

programmes in schools and worked with over 

56,000 Northlanders. They have also identifi ed 

and enhanced 19 Īnanga (whitebait) spawning 

areas, when previously there was only one 

known site in the whole of Northland. 

The Whitebait Connection was 

acknowledged recently when they won 

Northland Regional Council’s ‘Environmental 

action in water quality improvement’ award for 

their efforts and they have plans to continue 

and expand their work in Northland. 

“The new van and trailer are going to 

enable more of this work to happen, so a huge 

thank you to MTF Whangarei for getting us 

moving!” says Whitebait Connection National 

co-ordinator Kim Jones. 

The Whitebait Connection facilitate the 

running of a community native plant nursery 

in Whangarei called He kākano that has the 

capacity to grow up to 15,000 native riparian 

plants per planting season. 

“We are right in the middle of the planting 

season now, and we really appreciate as 

much help as we can get,” adds Kim. “People 

can check out our events on Facebook or our 

website and get involved, and now we even 

have the capacity to offer them a ride!” 

But the beautiful native plants grown by 

the He kākano nursery aren’t the only things 

growing at a healthy rate. To maintain the 

quality of the growing Whitebait Connection 

programme, the team have adopted big 

aspirations for the future to continue to provide 

and support: 

• Structured, evidence-based programmes 

• Emergent/community-led programmes 

• Conservation actions and interventions 

• Partnerships and collaborations 

While Whitebait Connection are already 

well on their way to achieving these goals, the 

success is largely owing to the principles that 

guide them, including the power of community 

action, empowerment through education, 

kaitiakitanga, and being solution-focused. The 

generous support of volunteers and sponsors 

has also been crucial to achieving great 

environmental outcomes. 

Portland School students planting along the Otaika Creek 
as part of their Whitebait Connection programme.

Kokopu School students 
monitoring their local waterway 

as part of their Whitebait 
Connection programme 

SAVVY | 9

MTF Finance Whangarei is proud to 
support the Whitebait Connection.

Talk to our friendly 
team today.

Terms, conditions and lending criteria apply. Visit mtf.co.nz/terms.html for details.

Barrie Harris 
 021 867 093

Mike O’Sullivan 
 021 271 3593 

Trinity Boyes 
 022 477 3185

 09 971 8303 
 53 Robert Street
 whangarei@mtf.co.nz

mtf.co.nz/whangarei


